
How would the funds be used?

If approved, each summer for the next four years (2019-
2022), funds would be allocated for projects as shown on 
the following pages. The major categories identified include: 
safety and security updates; ongoing maintenance, repairs 
and renovations to keep aging schools up-to-date; additions 
and renovations of classroom instructional spaces; and tech-
nology upgrades.

Why is this being proposed?

Parkway has more than 3.5 million square feet of school fa-
cilities with a replacement value of more than $875 million. 
That’s roughly the size of three Busch Stadiums. The 
average age of a Parkway school is 50 years. These buildings 
are well-constructed, but require ongoing maintenance, repair 
and renovation just like our homes. Parkway has a 
responsibility to ensure these facilities are properly main-
tained for future generations of students.

What is a bond issue?

A bond issue is a traditional way for schools to borrow money 
to pay for major school maintenance and repair projects such 
as replacing old roofs or HVAC units or making upgrades to 
worn-out areas.

How do schools use bond issues to benefit 
students?

Bond issues allow schools to pay for costly repairs and 
renovation over time instead of having to pay all at once. 
They also allow schools to devote most of their day-to-day 
operating budgets for classroom instruction instead of major 
repair work.

How can we complete these projects without 
raising taxes?

Each year, Parkway pays off old debt from previous bonds. 
As our loan balance decreases, we are able to borrow more 
money and pay it back using revenue from the existing tax 
rate.

Over the past year, several hundred Parkway residents participated in a series of community meetings and discussed the ongo-
ing maintenance and repair needs of Parkway’s aging school buildings. Their work was part of our ongoing strategic planning 
process (Project Parkway). Based on their recommendations and input from school staff, the Parkway Board of Education voted 
unanimously to place Proposition S on the November 6 ballot. Prop S will not increase the tax rate.

If Prop S does not pass, will our tax rate go down? 

Not for several years. As old bonds continue to be paid off, 
however, the tax rate would eventually be reduced unless 
voters approved another bond issue.

What would happen if it does not pass?

Some maintenance and repair work would have to be deferred 
and most school renovation projects would be postponed in-
definitely. The most critical maintenance and repair needs 
would still have to be addressed, and additional classrooms 
will be needed to address overcrowding in the McKelvey 
area. To pay for this, more money would have to be spent 
from the day-to-day operating budget (the part that normally 
pays for classroom instruction, teachers, staff and supplies).

How old is the average Parkway school?

The average Parkway school is now 50 years old. Most of our 
schools were built between 1963 and 1971. Of the 28 schools 
currently in operation (K-12):
• 26 schools are between 40 and 79 years old; and
• Only two schools are less than 40 years old

SCHOOLS
PROPOSITION S: WILL NOT INCREASE TAX RATE 

OFFICIAL BALLOT

PROPOSITION S
PARKWAY SCHOOL DISTRICT, ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MO

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2018

Shall the Parkway School District borrow money in the 
amount of One Hundred Ten Million Dollars ($110,000,000) 
and issue general obligation bonds for the payment there-
of, resulting in no estimated increase to the debt service 
property tax levy, for the purpose of improving school safe-
ty and security and maintaining, repairing, improving, fur-
nishing and equipping school facilities and sites, including 
but not limited to constructing additions to existing school 
buildings, roof repairs, HVAC, site repair and technology 
upgrades throughout the District?  If this proposition is ap-
proved, the adjusted debt service levy of the school dis-
trict is estimated to remain unchanged at $0.49 per one 
hundred dollars assessed valuation of real and personal 
property.



Proposition S
 2018 Bond Issue

Maintenance and Repairs
Doors and windows $680,000
Electrical power and lighting $3,005,000
Exterior walls $310,603
Flooring $2,400,000
Wood gym floors and bleachers $2,045,327
Heating, ventilation, air conditioning and plumbing $20,171,406
Pavement (parking lots, drives, sidewalks, ramps and exterior stairs) $7,688,622
Roofing $13,809,813
Retaining walls, fences, athletic fields, equipment and tracks $3,668,590
Energy reduction/generation, stormwater runoff, mowing and irrigation reduction $4,000,000
Maintenance and Repairs Total $57,779,361

Safety and Security
Add fire sprinkler systems for safety and building/fire safety code $1,922,628
American With Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance projects $600,000
Add walls and doors to classrooms at Bellerive to improve lockdown security $1,235,000
Extend walls and add doors to classrooms at Wren Hollow to improve security $2,550,000
Extend walls at Hanna Woods to improve lockdown security $934,000
Double security cameras at elementary schools for improved safety and security $216,000
Replace door locks for security (ability to lock doors from within the rooms) $513,930
Add secure vestibules at main entrance with double-entry doors at all five                        $3,817,000
             middle schools and all five high schools (Vestibules will be added to 
             elementary schools and Early Childhood Center using operating funds)           
Add intruder-resistant security film to vulnerable entrances and windows $500,000
Add canopy over sidewalk at West Middle for improved safety $257,097
Safety and Security Total $12,545,655

Technology Updates
Replace aging analog telephone system with digital system $4,000,000 
Replace aging classroom technology: smartboards and document cameras  $4,000,000 
Technology Updates Total $8,000,000

Classroom, Restroom, Library, Health and other Renovations/Additions
Renovate West High fine arts area and classrooms $2,282,000
Renovate aging restrooms $2,200,000
Renovate middle school libraries $460,000
Renovations to North High to begin phase two of master plan  $7,315,000
Convert Instructional Services Center (ISC) to McKelvey primary school
             to address overcrowding  $7,494,115
Maintenance and repair projects at ISC $4,309,549 
Renovate Fern Ridge science classroom, nurse and counselor areas  $1,624,000
Renovate nurse’s areas: Oak Brook, Northeast Middle and Early Childhood $500,000
Renovations/additions at South Middle to create classrooms and 
             office space for staff displaced from ISC  $5,489,000
Classroom, Restroom, Library and other Renovations/Additions Total $31,673,664

TOTAL BOND ISSUE                     $109,998,680

How much debt does Parkway 
have?

Parkway has been fiscally conserva-
tive and currently only has 3.7 percent 
of its assessed value in debt. The state 
allows school districts to borrow up 
to 15 percent of their assessed value. 
Parkway has a AAA bond rating from 
Standard and Poor’s, the highest rating 
available for school districts. Parkway 
is one of only four districts in Missouri 
to earn the AAA bond rating.

When was Parkway’s last bond 
issue?

In 2014 – projects from that bond 
issue were completed as scheduled this 
summer. A complete list of projects 
from the 2014 bond issue is available 
at ParkwaySchools.net. Due to the age 
of our schools, Parkway typically asks 
the community to approve a bond issue 
about every four to five years. When 
the 2014 bond issue was proposed to 
voters, Parkway informed residents 
that a 2018 bond issue could likely be 
funded without a tax increase.

How does a bond issue work?

When voters approve a bond issue, 
Parkway obtains bids and sells bonds 
to the purchaser who offers the low-
est interest rate. The district uses the 
funds to complete the capital projects, 
and pays back the debt over time. This 
process is similar to a home loan. 
When you purchase a home, you 
borrow money at a specific interest 
rate. You make payments on that loan, 
which include principal and inter-
est, over a period of years. A certain 
amount of your regular income is bud-
geted to make those payments.

Can the funds be used in any 
other way?

No. Money from bond issues can only 
be used for capital expenditures such 
as major maintenance, repair and 
renovation costs. Bond funds may not 
be used for operating expenses such as 
salaries, benefits, transportation costs, 
utilities, textbooks or other supplies.

Learn more about the Parkway Schools 
no-tax-increase bond issue at 
ParkwaySchools.net.
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BARRETTS ELEMENTARY
Replace three rooftop HVAC units
Replace one HVAC unit ventilator
Replace nine roof sections
Replace driveway to Dougherty Ferry Rd south 

of school
Replace two sidewalks

BELLERIVE ELEMENTARY
Replace main electrical switchboard
Create walls extending to ceiling to secure class-

rooms in pods 1500, 1600 and 1700 
Modify HVAC system for pods 1500, 1600 and 

1700

CARMAN TRAILS ELEMENTARY
Replace one rooftop HVAC unit
Replace one electrical transformer
Replace parking lots on south side of school

CLAYMONT ELEMENTARY
Replace one rooftop exhaust fan
Replace main water line
Replace parking lot and driveway east of school
Replace exterior stairs leading to playground and 

north side of building 
Replace two sidewalks

CRAIG ELEMENTARY
Replace five rooftop exhaust fans
Replace one rooftop HVAC unit
Replace one roof section
Replace two skylights with Solatubes
Replace parking lot in front of building 
Replace paved play area behind school leading to 

main playground

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
Replace two rooftop exhaust fans
Replace two hot water boilers and four pumps
Replace electrical panelboard
Replace two electrical transformers
Replace two roof mounted exhausts
Renovate nurse’s office/health area
Replace wood retaining wall on east side of the 

building
Install fire sprinklers in the entire building
Replace main parking lot on west side of school

GREEN TRAILS ELEMENTARY
Replace eight rooftop exhaust fans
Replace one air intake damper and louver
Replace two hot water boilers and four pumps
Replace four rooftop HVAC units
Replace main electrical switchboard 
Replace two roof sections
Replace two skylights with Solatubes

HANNA WOODS ELEMENTARY
Replace main electrical switchboard 
Replace one roof section and add Solatubes
Create individually securable classrooms by 

extending walls to underside of roof deck

HENRY ELEMENTARY
Replace five rooftop HVAC units
Replace four rooftop HVAC units and modify duct 

system
Install fire sprinklers in two-story wing at back of 

the building

HIGHCROFT RIDGE ELEMENTARY
Replace two rooftop HVAC units
Replace two main electrical switchboards 
Replace three sidewalks

MASON RIDGE ELEMENTARY
Replace water boiler
Replace four rooftop exhaust fans
Remove 28 condensing units and 28 heating/

cooling ventilators and replace with individual 
HVAC units for each classroom and provide 
screen wall for units facing Mason Rd.

Replace 10 roof sections
Replace exterior stairs leading to parking lot on 

north side of building
Install a natural gas service to the building

MCKELVEY ELEMENTARY
Replace rooftop HVAC unit
Replace paved play area north of building 
Replace four wood retaining walls on north, south 

and east side of building 

OAK BROOK ELEMENTARY
Replace rooftop HVAC unit
Replace four electrical transformers
Replace kindergarten paved play area north of 

building 
Replace four wood retaining walls on west and 

east side of the building site
Replace 10 sidewalks
Renovate nurse’s office/health area

PIERREMONT ELEMENTARY
Replace 10 rooftop HVAC units
Replace three roof sections

RIVER BEND ELEMENTARY
Replace main electrical switchboard
Replace electrical panelboard
Replace, reconfigure and expand parking lot
Replace paved pad on north side of building 
Replace three wood retaining walls on north and 

west sides of the building
Replace three sidewalks

ROSS ELEMENTARY
Replace four rooftop HVAC units
Replace nine rooftop exhaust fans
Replace 15 skylights
Replace driveway along north side of building
Replace exterior ramp leading from playground 

to upper field
Replace exterior ramps leading from cafeteria to 

handicap parking spaces
Replace exterior stairs leading from playground 

to upper field
Replace seven sidewalks

SHENANDOAH VALLEY ELEMENTARY
Replace one electrical transformer
Replace 15 roof sections
Paint metal roof
Replace main driveway and parking lot in front 

of school
Replace two sidewalks

SORRENTO SPRINGS ELEMENTARY
Replace 12 roof sections
Replace main parking lot and driveways in front 

of building 
Replace driveway along south side of building

WREN HOLLOW ELEMENTARY
Replace one electrical transformer
Replace main water service 
Replace driveway behind building
Replace two exterior stairs
Replace wood retaining walls on the north side of 

the building
Create individually securable classrooms by 

extending walls to ceiling, installing doors on 
classrooms including necessary modifications 
to HVAC and lighting systems

CENTRAL MIDDLE
Replace six rooftop HVAC units
Replace three rooftop HVAC units and modify 

duct system
Add three hot water boilers and three pumps
Replace one electric unit heater
Replace nine exhaust fans
Replace main electrical switchboard
Replace three electrical transformers
Replace 11 roof sections
Widen main drive at N. Woods Mill Rd. to add left 

turn lane
Replace circle drive and parking lot in front of 

school
Replace service driveway on west side of school 
Replace wood retaining wall on the northwest 

side of school
Replace one sidewalk
Add secure vestibules at main entrance with 

double-entry doors

NORTHEAST MIDDLE
Replace four hot water boilers and two pumps
Replace five rooftop HVAC units
Install fire sprinklers in the 1994 addition to com-

plete building sprinkler system
Renovate nurse’s office/health area
Add secure vestibule at main entrance with 

double-entry doors
Replace exterior stairs leading to northwest 

entrance
Replace four sidewalks

SOUTH MIDDLE
Replace HVAC chiller
Replace two water pumps
Replace three rooftop exhaust fans
Replace three rooftop HVAC units
Remove three remote condensing units
Remove four radiant unit heaters

Election: Tues., Nov. 6. Polls will be open 6 a.m.-7 p.m.
How to vote: Must be registered to vote by Wed., Oct. 10, 2018, to vote in Nov. 6 election. Registration forms and 
absentee ballots available at stlouisco.com. Absentee ballot requests also may be made in writing by Oct. 31 from the Board of 
Election Commissioners, 725 Northwest Plaza Drive, St. Ann, MO 63074.ii
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Replace natural gas service 
Replace domestic hot water boiler 
Replace five roof sections
Replace main driveway leading to school and 

parking lot
Replace exterior stairs leading to east side of 

school, leading to south side of school, leading 
to west side of school

Replace 11 sidewalks
Remove two sidewalks
Addition and renovations for classrooms and 

Student Services with necessary modifications 
to parking lots and drives

Add secure vestibule at main entrance with 
double-entry doors

SOUTHWEST MIDDLE
Replace 19 rooftop exhaust fans
Replace 20 rooftop HVAC units
Replace eight roof sections
Replace 24 skylights with Solatubes
Replace nine skylights
Add secure vestibule at main entrance with 

double-entry doors
Replace main drive, circle drive in front of school,
 and main parking lot

WEST MIDDLE
Replace three rooftop exhaust fans
Replace one rooftop HVAC unit
Replace 15 roof sections
Replace south driveway leading to paved play 

area and driveway leading to south service 
entrance

Replace and modify south paved play area
Replace concrete retaining wall west of school
Replace wood retaining walls north and west of 

school
Replace exterior ramps leading to soccer field, 

leading to south entrance, leading to and from 
west entrance

Replace two sidewalks
Add canopy to cover sidewalk leading from door 

to cafeteria
Add walls to enclose library including necessary 

HVAC modifications
Add secure vestibule at main entrance with 

double-entry doors

CENTRAL HIGH
Replace one interior HVAC unit
Replace seven rooftop HVAC units and modify 

duct system
Replace seven rooftop HVAC units
Replace pool filtration system
Replace seven roof sections
Replace north parking lot
Replace one sidewalk
Add secure vestibule at main entrance with 

double-entry doors

FERN RIDGE HIGH
Replace one rooftop HVAC unit
Replace four roof sections
Replace main electrical switchboard
Replace electrical distribution board
Renovate dual electrical service entrances into 

one service entrance
Install additional electrical circuits to increase ac-

cess to power in classrooms
Replace ceilings and lighting in selected rooms
Add secure vestibule at main entrance with 

double-entry doors
Construct addition at main entry for displaced 

administration area
Renovate science classroom
Renovate existing administration area into two 

counselor offices
Renovate nurse’s office/health area

NORTH HIGH
Replace pool filtration tank
Replace three electrical panelboards
Replace five electrical transformers
Replace stadium field lighting
Replace exterior stairs leading to north side of 

building, leading to west side of building from 
west parking lot and leading to track

Install addition for FACS and part of SSD
Renovate existing FACS into main administrative 

and reception area
Install addition to the west courtyard for new main 

entry and secure reception area which will in-
clude a new elevator connecting the lower level 
drama area, main floor and the second floor

Connect north and west parking lots

SOUTH HIGH
Replace two interior HVAC units and modify duct 

system to provide air conditioning for Gym C
Replace pool filtration system
Replace emergency electrical generator
Replace five main electrical switchboards
Replace nine electrical panelboards
Replace three electrical transformers
Replace two roof sections
Replace driveway leading from south parking lot 

up to the bridge
Replace exterior two sets of stairs leading to 

south entrance of school and two sets leading 
to east entrance of school

Replace two sidewalks
Replace bleacher seats in main gym
Add secure vestibule at main entrance with 

double-entry doors

WEST HIGH
Replace three rooftop HVAC units
Replace seven interior HVAC units and modify 

duct system
Replace two chillers
Replace cooling tower 
Replace two chilled water pumps
Replace pool dehumidification unit
Replace one condensing unit
Replace four main electrical switchboards
Replace two electrical panelboards
Replace 16 electrical transformers
Replace one roof section
Renovate fine arts area
Replace paved loading area east of school
Replace exterior stairs leading to south side of 

school, north side of school leading to and from 
east side of school

Renovate locker bay area on 3rd floor to construct 
additional classrooms

Add secure vestibule at main entrance with 
double-entry doors

ADMINISTRATION, OPERATIONS, GROUNDS, 
INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES CENTER,       
TRANSPORTATION

Replace one HVAC unit (Administration)
Replace wood retaining wall on the south side of 

the building (Administration)
Replace exterior stairs leading to main entrance 

from parking lot (Administration)
Replace sidewalk leading to main entrance of 

building (Administration)
Replace sidewalk leading to south area of 
 building (Administration)
Replace three HVAC units (Operations)
Replace one electrical panelboard (Grounds)
Replace 13 HVAC units (ISC)
Replace one main electrical switchboard (ISC)
Replace one electrical panelboard (ISC)
Replace one electrical transformer (ISC)
Renovation of south wing including asbestos 

abatement and new HVAC system with modi-
fied duct system (ISC)

Replace main parking lot in front of building and 
driveway leading to secondary lot (ISC)

Replace exterior ramp leading to sidewalk west of 
building (ISC)

Replace exterior stairs leading to sidewalk in front 
of building (ISC)

Replace five sidewalks (ISC)
Renovate ISC to be a primary center for McK-

elvey including HVAC plumbing and electrical 
as required, to provide 17 classrooms, plus 
three special instruction, music and art class-
rooms (ISC)

Replace two HVAC units (Transportation)
Replace one lighting panelboard (Transportation)
Replace one roof section (Transportation)
Replace exterior stairs connecting southwest bus 

lots (Transportation)

ACROSS THE DISTRICT
Ongoing ADA accessibility projects to improve 

accessibility for individuals with disabilities
Ongoing replacement of damaged or failing inte-

rior and exterior doors, frames and hardware to 
meet code requirements

Masonry tuckpointing, exterior joint caulking, 
sealing plaster at Barretts, Bellerive, Henry, 
Mason Ridge, South Middle, North High and 
Administration

Ongoing replacement of broken, damaged or 
uninsulated windows

Ongoing replacement of worn floor coverings
Replacement of worn stadium athletic fields and 

resurface worn running tracks at high schools
Ongoing replacement of wood gym floors and 

bleachers 
Renovate libraries at all five middle schools
Complete keying system security upgrade to re-

place door hardware on non-classroom rooms 
that can be locked from inside

Ongoing installment of future instructional tech-
nology needs for classrooms such as audio/
visual equipment

Double the amount of security cameras at each 
elementary school to expand coverage

Ongoing restroom renovations
Sustainability project allowance for energy reduc-

tion, energy generation, stormwater runoff 
reduction and reduced mowing/irrigation

Replace current analog phone system with a 
digital network system

Add intruder-resistant safety film to identified 
secondary entrances and windows

FOR MORE INFORMATION...
Please visit ParkwaySchools.net

(9/12/18)
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